
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
AND LANDOWNER 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS
In addition to the Scenic Rivers program, 

Virginia offers a number of programs 
to assist riparian landowners.
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Virginia Scenic River Board at DCR 
203 Governor Street, Suite 302, 

Richmond, Virginia 23219.

VIRGINIA’S 
SCENIC RIVERS
PROGRAM

... its mission and process

SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION
DOES NOT …

� provide additional authorization to 
any state agency to condemn land or 
to acquire real property or interest
therein for the purpose of providing
additional access to the river. In fact,
use of the power of eminent domain 
is specifically prohibited (section 
10.1-405).

� impose any land use controls or
regulations. Land use controls are the
discretion of the locality. While DCR
may assist in the development of river
corridor protection measures, any such
measures are implemented at the
discretion of the local government
(section 10.1-405).

� affect a riparian landowner’s right to 
use the river or its banks for grazing,
irrigation, hunting, fishing, etc. (section
10.1-408).

� bring any federal control, rules or
regulations.

� affect tributary streams or branches.

� promote increases in the recreational
use of the river.

� give the general public the right to use
privately owned riparian lands.
Landowners maintain all their lawful
rights, including the right to post their
property against trespass.

� impose any restrictions on hunting,
fishing and boating on the river or
adjacent lands.
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HISTORY
The Virginia Scenic Rivers
program began in 1970 with
passage by the General Assembly
of the Virginia State Scenic River
Act (Code of Virginia: Title 10.1,
Chapter 4 Sections 10.1-400 
through 10.1-418).  Since then,
20 river segments totaling
approximately 474 miles have
been designated state scenic
rivers. The Virginia Department
of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) administers the Virginia 
Scenic Rivers program and it is
assisted and advised by the
Scenic River Board.

PROGRAM INTENT
The intent of the Virginia Scenic
Rivers program is to identify, 
recognize and provide a level of 
protection to those rivers whose 
scenic beauty, historic impor-
tance, recreational value and
natural characteristics make them
resources of particular impor-
tance. State designated scenic
rivers possess these outstanding
characteristics.

STUDY REQUEST
Before a river or river segment
can be designated, DCR staff
must first study the waterway to
determine if it qualifies for scenic

river status. Scenic river studies are usually
initiated at the request of local
governments. However, the General
Assembly and state agencies can also
request an evaluation. 

EVALUATION PROCESS
Upon receiving a request, DCR conducts 
a river evaluation, beginning with an
assessment that includes a map survey,
related literature review and field study to
validate existing land use or quality. A field
evaluation is then conducted—staff, local
residents and others canoe or boat the
stretch of river and rate its characteristics.
Each river or river segment is evaluated
using 11 factors or criteria; these were
established to provide a uniform gauge by
which all waterways are measured. Some 
of the major factors include water quality,
corridor development, historic features,
natural features, visual appeal, quality of
fisheries and the presence or habitat of
unique species.

QUALIFICATION PROCESS
If a river qualifies, DCR staff then prepare a
scenic river report describing the waterway.
The report includes resolutions of support
from local governments and comments 
from state agencies. The report also serves
as a multi-purpose planning document for
future stewardship of the river. The final 
step is passage by the General Assembly 
of a bill designating the waterway a state
scenic river.

ADMINISTERING AGENCY
As the administering agency for the
Virginia Scenic Rivers program, DCR
periodically assesses conditions 
along each scenic river segment. 
DCR prepares comments on projects
that may impact a designated scenic
river. DCR also serves as the support
agency for the program’s advisory
board, informing the board on 
issues related to the Virginia Scenic
Rivers program. 

VIRGINIA SCENIC 
RIVER BOARD
The Scenic River Act establishes a
governor appointed 15-member citizen
advisory board that includes riparian
landowners and other citizens from
throughout Virginia. The board’s
purpose is to promote citizen
stewardship of scenic rivers and to
assist and advise DCR and local
governments concerning protection
and management of scenic rivers.

VIRGINIA SCENIC RIVER
DESIGNATION DOES …

� require the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to consider
the impact of proposed hydropower
or related projects on a designated
scenic river using the scenic river
report developed in the
qualification process. 

� require all state agencies to consider
the visual, natural and recreational
values of a scenic river in their
planning and permitting process
(section 10.1-402).

� give riparian landowners, local
citizens and local governments a
greater voice in the planning and
implementation of federal and state
projects that might affect the river
(section 10.1-406).

� require authorization by the
General Assembly for the
construction, operation and/or
maintenance of a dam, or similar
structure, that will impede the
natural flow of the river (section
10.1-407).

� allow riparian landowners to
continue using their land as they
did before designation, except for
the section 10.1-407 provision
(section 10.1-408).

DCR_SR bro_final.qxp  4/19/2006  11:56 AM  Page 2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


